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PSAL. ior. 6. 


Mine Eyes, ſpall be upou the Faithful of the 
| Land, that they may dwell with me. Tis 


Hrough the tender Mercies of Al. 
| mighty God, being returned, on this 


Anniverſary, and great Occaſion, ta 


this principal Seat of the Govern- 


ment, we are met together in this his Houſe, 
purſuant to the laudable Inſtitution and Uſage 
of our devout Predeceſſors, to give Thanks to 
his Holy Name, to view the Beauty of the 
Lord, and inquire as in his Holy Temple. 
That I might properly and faithfully per- 
form this part of Divine Service, aſſigned to 
me, by the late Honourable Houſe of REPRE- 
SENTA TTV Es, I have read theſe Words of 
the inſpir'd Royal Pſalmiſt, very naturally 
leading us to the Buſineſs of the Day: nor 
wil it be chought unfit immediately to apply 
* 
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our ſelves thereto; ſince for this Purpoſe we 
are called together: Eſpecially having fo e 
cellent a Teacher and Guide, to aſſiſt our Me- 
ditation_ as this Royal Prophet, who furniſh. 
eth the entire Deſign, and very much the Ma: 
terials of our Diſcouſe, in the particulars 


which compoſe and compleat the Character 
of the Perſons, whom he deſign co take in- 
i | ' 


planations, to refreſh their Minds and Memo- 


ties thus ſeaſonably, with the recital of thoſo 
things, with which'this admirable good Ruler 


did his own; that, like him, you may morg 
fully diſcharge your high Office and Truſt of 


electing and fixing the moſt eminent Perſons | 


in the important” Office of His MAJESTY's 
Council. In order whereto, you will make 


proper Obſeryations on the People of the Land, 
that you may diſcern and promote the faith- f 
ful in it. It may be a Circumſtance worthy. | 


of a particular and cloſe Thought, viz. The 
time when this Pſalm was compos d, with the 
1 

18 has been à different Sentiment among 
Expofitors, ſome conceiving it was before he 
was inyeſted with the Royal Power; Yet o- 
thers, more agreeably and conſiſtently with 
rhe Pſalm, conclude he had been in Poſſeſſion 
of the Crown, and was now advanced over 


all 


to the Adminiſtration of the Civ al. Thi ; 
ment in general, cſpecially in Council. "This | 
Honourable and Great Aſſembly will\, thete- : 
fore be pleaſed to allow me, with ſome Ex- 


ecial Occaſion thereof; about which, tho. 
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all Irael, having in the courſe of Providence, 
experienc'd a great Variety of Proſperity and 
Ad verſity. And if it be thus, certainly, it was 


but a very becoming Acknowledgement and 


Return made to the great Ruler of the World, 
in whoſe Hands his own times were, and by 
whom his Changes were ordered, to go into 
the general Reſolve he here makes, which is 
the Imitation of the Divine Clemency and 


Chaſtiſement to him and his People, by fil- 


ling up his own Adminiſtration with Mercy 
and Judgment, as Occaſions therefor ſhould 


occur; particularly to form a Scheme and 


Method of Behaviour and Management of 


perſonal and publick Conduct, in his Cloſet, 
Family, the Church, Court and Kingdom, to 


the end Piety and Vertue might revive, & 2 


general if not univerſal Reſormation be happi- 


ly accompliſhed. But becaufe he needed 
COUNSELLOURS to adviſe, and other 
Officers to aſſiſt him, he reſolves on the turn- 
ing Character of the Perſons; on whom he 
would fix his Eye, and lay Authority, as; the 
effectual, ſucceſsful. Inſtruments of ſo great & 
good a Work: which general Circumſtance 
and Occaſion. is increas d by what is ſuppo- 
fed had lately occur d, at a time when he was 
moving the Ark, the Reſidence of God, to his 
own City and Houſe; for Uzza, who: beheld 
the Ark trembling and tottering, contrary to 
the expreſs Prohibition of God, touch d it 
and dy'd ; which gaye Occaſion to this gown 
an 
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and zealous King to think of the divine Merz | 
cy and Judgment, and to form a Method of | 
preparing himſelf, his Houſe, Court & King- 
dom, for the return of their God. And what | 
other could he have judg'd God or Man did 
expect from him. On which, I need not ſay 


to this Audience, how applicable, the great 
Variety and Succeſſion of merciful and afflic.  : 
tive Providences to this Province, have ren- ; k 2s) 


dred theſe Words to our ſelves at this Day. 
In general, on the Text, I would-obſerve.the 
Character here given of the Candidates for 
Government and Council: For tho it be in a 


ſingle Term, is very comprehenſive, as the F | 
original Word, tranſlated faithful, imports. 


And indeed Fidelity and Truth, more ſtrictly | 


taken, are very great Vertues ; much more 


when conſidered as attended with all others, 


"Theſe were the Objects of the King's Eyes, 5 21 


which, tho' the Tranſlators have taken the li- 
berty to turn only forward, doubtleſs the Rea- 
on of the ching leads to the paſt and preſent 
as well as future time. For, without Queſtion, 
he had long ſince tho't on the matter; his 
preſent thought was upon it; and for the 
ſame Reaſon ever ſhould be. And as he had 


Power and Authority. 
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f — whereto, at this time, we may, 
dot ele following things. 


1. Unfold the Charatter here ns deſerip? 
tive of the aac cod Regen ond for Election. 
Non | 
IM. Conſider the proper Buſineſs and Office 
| of the Electors, deſcribed” by having their Eyes 
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7 — preſenk ſome nere and Motives, 


do induce hereto, that they may prefer the 
Fenn alone. And finally, 


W. Make ſome more particular Application 
on the whole. | 

I. Let us open che — Character herd 
| given, 'of the Perſons Proper to be elected. 


in general, They ſhonld be faithful and true 
\ Mev for they ſtand oppos d to the Vicious, 
and-111-quatified, whom he Names with deſign 
to reject: and exulade them. Tis obſerved, 
the Perſons, whom he reſolves not to employ, 
are not the moſt ſcandalous and groſs Sinners; 
for the putting ſuch into Authority was too 
:bare-far'd/'to-be' done in any Government, 
where Vertue and Order have any tolerable 


Lafluence: — Perſons of a far leſs undeſirea- 
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unſit for a publick Truſt. Now the Faithfut | 
muſt deſign a Character the reyerſe of bock 
theſe: and that the Pſalmiſt ſo meant, is very 
ovident on the bear reading of the Pfalm. 
They muſt be Perſons, of xeal good Abilities, + 
of apparent and viſible Vertue ; not groſsly 
| Vicious, ſuch as Drunkaeds, Adulterers, For- 
| nicators, Murtherers, Blaſphemers, and pro- 
phane Swearers. For it would be an. Inſult 
on God Almighty for ſuch to repreſent Him. 
They ſhould be Perſons of real and inward 
Vertue, as well as apparently ſober, juſt and 
good. To which we muſt add, they were to 
be very much of King David's Spirit, Ability 
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and gdod Life; wearing his own Character. 

| This appears from his Deſign in promoting | 

| them, which was, as he expreſſes ir, zo duell i 
= with him: which very good; Expoſitors inter- Z 
#|F pret, to fit in his Council, adviſing, and aſſiſt- 
—_ ing in the Adminiſtration; ſo that the parti- 1 


—_— <ulars he mentions ofchimſelf, as well as thoſe 
/ pertaining to ſuch whom he renounces, as 
—_— unfit for Office, are juſtly to be conſidered in 

, the Deſcription. I ſhall therefore, agreeably 
1 hereto, mention two Things which generally 2 
414 enter into it. ng = — | 


r. They are deſcribed. from the place of | 
A their Nativity; Education and Abode. 2 
= 2. By ſome ſpecial moral Vertues, and po? | 
= litical Perfections neceſlarily requir d. n 
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T. They are Natives and Inhabitants of tbe 


Land: Born, Educated, Principled and Settled 
in it; and ſo have a Right by Birth, and com- 
mon Inheritance, to be Chief and Rulers a- 
mong the People, their Brethren ; who can ſay 
truly and affectionately of them, they are Fleſh 
of our Fleſh, and Bone of our Bone. Their Fa- 
mily and Stock, Acquaintance, Buſineſs and 


; Eſtate, are in the Land; partaking of the ſame 


— ad es Ins » ws — g 
n * 4 


motion, 


Rights and Priviledges; expoſed to the com- 
mon Difficulties, Hazards and Expences of 


'the Publick ; ſharing in it's Fortune ; equally 


engaged, by Inclination and Intereſt, ro ſeek 
it's Proſperity, and to ward off the fatal Blows 
which are threatned. Theſe are the Men who 


love the Country as their Native Soil, as well 


as for its being. a good and pleaſant Land, 
which the Lord their God hath given their 
Fathers and themſelves: and who, therefore, 
will concern themſelves for the publick good, 
as Members of the ſame Body, and in Truſt 
for Poſterity in all ſucceeding - Generations, 


Thus the ancient Law by which King David 


governd, forbid Strangers ruling over his 
People, which is but the agreed Senſe of Man- 
Kind. And therefore a Government by Stran- 
gers, was threarned as a Judgment to the 7/ra- 
elites, and oft times hath proved fatal to many 
flouriſhing Countries For which Keaſon, the 


Faithful in the Land, were the Perſons whom 


this excellent Ruler accounted: proper for pro- 
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But 2. We are to conſider ſome ſpecial mo- 
ral Vertues and political Excellencies, which 
render Perſons faithful, and are peculiarly eyed 
by this Royal Prophet. | 


x. The Faithful are Perſons of eminent 
Skill and Wiſdom : which good Qualities firſt 


Enter into the Character of a Counſellor. Such 


therefore ſhould be remarkably diſtinguiſhed 
in the Powers and Faculties of their Mind; 
the Compaſs and Extent of their Knowledge; 
the clearneſs and method of it ; the turn and 
—_— of their Thought; it's Comprehen- 
ion, Penetration and Sagacity : For readineſs 
and juſtneſs of Thought are great Perfections 
of the humane Mind, very needful for Rulers, 
particularly on Emergencies, and where the 
publick Affairs reſemble a Labyrinth. They 
ſhould be Men underſtanding the Times, 
Knowing what their People ought to do. Like 
Moſes and Daniel, they ſhould be Men of Su- 
perior and Incomparable Wiſdom, to diſcern 
Things which are obſcure, unriddle what is 
doubrful, deſcry what is diſtant, clearly ſeeing 
through the Artifices, Colours and Pretexts, 
which, as a Cloak, wrap up ſecret Deſigns, & 
cover deſigned publick Miſchiefs. They ſhou'd 
be very. well acquainted with the frame of hu- 
mane Nature; with it's Capacities, Weakneſſes, 
Appetites, Paſſions, Humours, Diſadvantages, 
Conveniences and Dependances. In - ſhort, 
with it's Vertues, Vices, Wants and Supplies, 
= They 


bo 


e . 
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and Planting, Changes, Intereſts, and the like 
peculiarly of the preſent, Scituation, Aſpect 


be rendred ro, him in particular. Therefore 
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They ſhould know the Law of Nature and, 
Nations; che preſent Policy and Power, In- 


tereſt and Courſe of the World; eſpecially 
thoſe on whom they border and depend, a 
with whom they Trade. They ſhould have 
an exact Knowledge of the civil and xeligiong' 
Conſlitution of their own, Country, its Riſe 


” 
= 


and tendency of Affairs; and of the Perſong 
whom thev terve and advile, and with whom 
they are aſſociated. To this purpoſe we may 
remember the Words of King Salamos the 
Preacher, Prov. 20. f. Counſel in the Heart ef 
Mas is like deep Water, but a Man of under+ 
ſtanding will draw it out. Theſe things there, 
fore, ſhould very plainly be opened, fully com- 
prchended, exactly compared and: adjuſted, 
and, to this end, be clolely and often. conſi- 
der'd; by which means, good Deſigns may 
be laid, wiſe Schemes formed, ſuitable. Laws 
enacted, and anſwerable Endeavours and Con- 
duct apply d, for the happy Iſſue of Affairs; 


. 


Fer Wiſdom is profitable to direct. | 
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2. They are Perſons of inflexible Juſtice & 


) Impactiality. / Ocherwiſe, their Skill will de- 


generate into Craft and. Cunning, which, in- 
ſtead of being Serviceable, will be of pernigi+ 
ous Conſequence. For there ee dui 
to every Man in the Community, which ſhou 
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the buſineſs of the Ruler is to conſider and ad. 
Joſt the proportion, ſeaſon and manner, and 
then make a Diſtribution. This is the Appli- 
cation of Government to Perſons and Caſes ; 
for which ſome have ' ſpecial Powers and Ta- 
lents, which they ſhould improve, by framing } . 
ſuitable Laws and Orders for proportioning 

Rewards and Penalties; the adviſing whereto © 


is one eſpecial Office of the Counſellour. Thus 
Honour, Fear, Cuſtom and Tribute will be 
rendred to all, who reſpectively may claim 
them ; but without this there can be no Truth 
or Fidelity, inthe Adminiſtration ; for which 


Reafon, a moſt ſtri& regard ever ſhould be 
had to it, and ſuch Council given as hath an 
evident and ſtrong Tendency to diſtribute it; 
for we read, He that)ruleth over Men muſt be | 
juſt: not being byaſs'd by any thing but ſtrict * 


Equity and Juſtice : and therefore in all the 
Advice they give, and Aſſiſtanee they afford, 
they ſhould aim wholly at what is ſtrictly 
juſt; This we are taught by David in this 
Nalm, v. 3 hate the Work of them who turn 


afide, it ſhall not cleave to me. And before 4 
this, I will ſet no wicked thing before mine Eyes. | 


3. They are Perſons of inviolable Truth & 2 


Veracity. Not allowing a Thought, much 


leſs a Word, left of all any Action oppoſite to 
che Truth. They will not injure the Name 
and Reputation of any, tho it could be done | 
ever fo fecretly and cloſely. Thus the Pſalmiſt 


ſpeaks 
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d ad ſpeaks, Context v 5, 7. Wheſo privily ſlandereth 

and his Neighbour, him will Icuat off : He that work- 
ppli- 7 eth Deceit ſhall not dwell within m Houſe ; 
aſes ; be that telleth Lies ſhall nat tarry in my fight. 
Ta- They will not reproach; any, nor ſupplant 
ming them, with deſign to make toom for them- 
oning ſelves or others, much leſs allow themſelves 
ereto in any Falſhood: for what Truſt can be put 
Thus in ſuch, or what Credit given to their Report 
ill be or Advice? They will therefore repreſent 
claim Perſons and Things, as they truly are, without 
Truth any Artifice or Diſguiſe. They are ſuch, as 
vhich haye great regard to the publick Faith and En- 
d be gagements, tho made to private and meaner 
ch an Perſons: not adviſing or conſenting to the 
te it; | Violation thereof, without a juſt Compenſati- 
„ze on for the Damages that may ariſe to the 
ſtricet whole Body, or any of its Members. They 
N the will not diſſemble and diſguiſe their Principles, 
ford, | Views and Compliances; but declare and act 
rictly openly. They are not aſhamed, nor afraid, 
n this the publick ſhould know, what themſelves ate, 
o turn deſign, maintain, and will proſecute - for they 
yefors will abide by their diſintereſted Views. They 
Eyes. ate af ſuch Truth and Fidelity, that they will 

* not defraud. the Government to whom they 
ath & are engag d, of their Time, Skill and Strength. 
much Their Faith differs. from the publick only in 
ite to degree and extent; not in kind and quality. 
Name They do not fear the ſtricteſt Enquiry into 
done their Councils and Meaſures, nor the moſt 
almift 
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the” Pſalmiſt elſewhere ſays, They Jpeak the 
Nui from their Heart, Pſal. 15. 2. Their 
Whole Action and Management is an exact ; 
Tranſeript of their Mind and Heart, ' They |» 
fire not of a double Heart and Tongue. Nor F 
do” they conform theit Temper; - Diſcourſe, | 
Principles and Converſation, to the change of | 
Times and 'Company into which they fal; 
but preſerve an Harmony in their intire Cons 
Auck and Management, without acting the part 
of publiek Hy pocrites, who trim” and ſhik , 
Sidés and Parties, as they apptehend their 
Intereſt may be promoted by it. But this a 
ror _— ih 07 2360 OBJ C7 4 
*$14 3 0 2711 8 1049 4 
4. They ate of a poblick Spirit, Which is q 
Vit Ntſtice and Fideliey te che Geverament, 
wig heit eben Office.' They male hot their 2 
e Inteteſt theit Eon, not Self the Center, 
26 icht all things in the Citele and Cothpats 
-of chic Ability; Authority, Influence and Op- 
porkunity, tend. They readily unclothe'theni- 
Rlverof all private narrow Views, and put on 
à moſt enlatged Spirit; not re d — F 
oven Profit in preference, much leſs in op q 
tion t the eammen Intereſt, which SO Mt : 
'thete pwr; ' They diſdain ſo mean a Thought | 
'as this, r. T'have, by various Aetifices, Flat- 
teries and Compliances, wrought my ſelf into 
ene Favour of thöſe who have promoted me | 
od a — Station, now therefore T will im- 
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to encreaſe Honours on my ſelf and Family, 
and to carve out an handſome and growing 


Eſtate. They ate ſuch whole perſonal Bene- 
fic will not be the Spring and Motive of their 


Projections and Proſecutions, much leſs will 
they cloak their ſelfiſh Deſigns with the pro- 
feſſion and ſhew of publick Zeal, that they 


may not be expoſs'd ro the Obſervation and 


 Cenſure of the World. They ate ſuch who 
will make their own Fortune a Noble Offer- 


ing to God and the common Wealth. And 
who, diſcerning a contracted Spirit in others, 
are ſo far from kindling the Sparks of it in 
their own Boſam, that they quench it. They 
are ſuch who divinely defirc the proſperity of 
the Body Politick, never converting it's Strength 
to the Head, or any particular Members, 
however Honourable or leſs Comely, ſo as to 
deprive the others of their Juſt meaſure of In- 


} fluence, Nouriſhment or Protection; bur ſay 
with the Pſalmiſt, v. 3. Iwill ſet no wicked thing 


before mine Eyes, I hate the Work of them that 
turn aſide, it ſhall not cleave to me. This will 


render them BenefaRors, while they ſeck not 


their own Wealth, but that of others. 


5. They arc Perſons of indefatigable Ap- 


Plication and Induſtry. Who account their 


Office a Calling, in which, therefore, they 


muſt employ not divert themſelves. Their 


Station mult. be preſerved and maintain'd, the 


Proper Buſineſs of it being continuahy done, 


C they 
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they muſt be reſolute to do their part of it; 
Whatever Difficulties may ariſe, or attend 
them: not ſhrinking from any Service to which 
their Office leads, whatever Perplexities ate 
foreſeen, however long the Seſſions, or vaſt 
the multiplicity, and increaſe of Aﬀairs. They 
mult proportion. their Induſtry to its proper 
Occaſions, and be early and conſtant, ready 
and chearful, whenever they are called, or 
Summon'd, to go and give the beſt Advice 
they can. Like King David, ſerving their 
Generation by the Will of God, till they fall a- 


ſleep, or are decayed by Age and Infirmities, 


or otherwiſe are providentially diſcharged. 
Nor will they cat the Bread of the Govern- 
ment, without Labour for it, it may be, more 


than proportionable ; bur imitate the great 
God, by unceaſing Care and Diligence; ſtri- 


ving to be in Labours abundant, more than a- 
ny others; continually turning their Eyes, 


and Thoughts on the publick Concerns; ever 
imploying their Heart and Hands in them. 


6. They have riſing Courage and fixed Re: 
ſolution. Such preſence of Mind, & ſtrength 
of Spirit, as not to be moved by any thing. 
So fixed in their Poſt, that neither can Flatte- 
ries ſoften, nor Frowns and Menaccs afftiglit 
them : reſolute to ſacrifice their Life, Reputa- 
tion and Eſtate, as well as Office and Influence, 
to the publick Weal. They, with Zeal, tem- 


per d and ſofcnied with Modeſty, anda becom- 


ing 
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ing Defference to others, maintain and adhete 


to that, which, ro them, appears/juſt and fit; 


tho differing from any, or all others: an 

therefore dare ſpeak their own Senſe, and act 
their own Judgment, tho rhe ſubtil and 
mighty ſhould be on tlie other ſide of the 
Board. They are not unſtable as Reuben, not 
oppreſs“ d 51 the Proſpect of gathering and 
impending Storms, nor are their Joynts Iooſ 

with the terror of the Mighty, bur nobly ſuſ- 
tain themſelves and rheir Station. They will 
Knit their Brow againſt the Defigns of the 
Wicked; diſcountenance Vice, Diſorder and 
Injuſtice, whenever they behold them; and 


ſcatter away, Iniquity with their Eyes. They 
will, with the excellent King in our Context, 


2 away als the Wicked from their preſence, 
and Company; cut off al wicked doers from the 
City of the Lord, and early deſtroy all the Wicket 
of the Land: many of whom, with their par- 
ticular Vices, David expreſsly mentions, in 
this Pſalm, with Abhorrence, and a fixed Re- 
ſolution and Courage, to break and deſtroy 
them, Tn fine, like Pillars in the State- houſe, 
Shi Il endeayour to be immoveable, 


7. They are Perfons of very great Humili- 


ty, Patience, Meekneſs and Condeſcention; 


who have Rule over their own Spirit, ſubdu- 
ing it to the "Diſcipline of Vertue. They 


cool and woderate their Paſſions and Reſent- 


ments; ang raiſe themſelves above the Proyg- 
Cl -- cations, 
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cations, Scorn and Contempt, yea, above the 
Malice and Spite of any. They give no 
place to Wrath ; nor deſire, nor ſeek to cruſh 
thoſe who oppoſe their Views or Intereſts. 
They are not of an ambitious and haughty 
Spirit, for ſuch an one this Prince would not 
ſuffer ; vor bim that hath a froward Heart. 
They ſtrive to temper their Powers and Per- 
fections, wich goodneſs, gentleneſs and ſweet- 
neſs, which will render their Perſons very ac- 
ceſſible, and very much the Delight of Man- 
kind; for by this means, they more caſily en- 
ter into the Affections of the People, and ren- 
der every Perſon about them eaſy, and all 
Buſineſs pleaſant and delightful. They are 
content others ſhould offer and enjoy their O- 


pinion, as well as themſelves : and ſo do not 


take upon them to dictate to all about them; 


nor are they uncaſy, if they are not permitted 


to do ſo. They cndeavour that others may 
enjoy the Benefit of their Abilicics, and rejoyce 
if any others arc ſo happy, as to ſuggeſt any 
thing more pertinent and agrecable then them- 
ſelves have done. | 


8. They are, Men of ſtrict, and exemplary, 
perſonal Vertue and Devotion: in whom all 


moral Vertues are very Conſpicuous ; abhor- 
ring Vice, but admiring Vertue, Their Mo- 
deration is known to all Men. They arc | 
cautious of what is doubtful, or of ill Report. | 
Their Appetites are bridled. They are Per- 
ſons 
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ſons on whom the divine Image is evidently 
impreſs d, and viſibly repreſented, in their 
Spirit, Deſign and Life. They continually 


fear & reverence the great God in their Heart, 


and ever are awed with the Senſe of his Pre- 


ſence. They apply to him, the Fountain of 
Knowledge and Wiſdom, and of every Grace 


and Vertue; being aſſured, he will give them 


liberally, and not upbraid them, either with 


their Unworthineſs, or gteat Importunity. 
They arc as ſenſible of their entire Dependance 
on the Almighty, as they would have others 
on them, and infinitely more.” They are con- 


vinced that c his Power, and Providence, over- 


rule every thing pertaining to themſelves and 
their People. And then beſides, they will 
not go into the evil Principles and Cuſtoms of 
this preſent World, or the Vices proper to the 
Age or Place where they live. They will not 
conſume their Skill, Time and Subſtance, in 
Sport and Games; much leſs in unlawful or 


ſuſpicious ones. They will not compell the 
World to believe they are, or deſign to be unfaith- 
ful in another Man's Affairs, by being ſo in their 


own; for as it juſtly has been obſerved, He 
that will throw away his private Eſtate, will 
not ſcruple Bartering away the publick. A- 
gain, they will be Patterns of all goodnefs: 
much concerned that themſelves be Vertuous, 
that all about them may become ſo. They 
are alſo careful in the Education, Government, 
Ocder, and Diſpoſal of their Families. And 

rein 
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herein they ſtrive to imitate the noble Exam- 


2 


. — 


ple of the Royal Pſalmiſt, in our Context, who 


ing deſirous of God's gracious preſence with * 


him and his, would admit none into his Fa- 


mily that were Vicious, or if unawares they 


hag crept in, he would immediately diſmiſs 
them; as he declares in zd. & 7th. verſes, 7 
will behave my ſelf wiſely in a perfect way. O. 
when wilt thoy come unto me. I will walk with- 
in my Houſe with a perfect Heart. He that 
worketh Deceit, ſball nat dwell within my Houſe: 
he that telleth Lies, ſhall not tarry in my fight. 


For he conſidered well the Bra danger of one 


infeftious Member in his Family, and would 
not countenance and employ ſuch, leſt they 
ſhould prove unhappy Inſtruments to promote 


and proſecute ill Deſigns. For by being the 


Seryants of Sin, he knew they neceſſarily were 
Rebels to God. Again, they will maintain 
divine Worſhip in their Houſes, and diligently 
attend the Devotions of God's Houſe. And 
befides, they have very much at Heart the 


Horals of their People, ſeeking their ſecular 
Proſperity by their real Vertue. To this end, 


they endeavour the Goyernment of Almighty 
God may be ſupported, his Worſhip main- 
tain d, his reverend Name hallowed, his Sab- 
baths ſanctiſied, his Word and Council regar- 
ded, and his Inſtitutions duly obſerved. Once 


more, they commend Religion and Devotion 


by their own good Example; themſelyes 
walking in all the Commandments and Ordinances 
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of the Lord Hlameteſs. Theit own Dwellings 


ate Oratories, and rheir Families Churches. 


* fons, who, by 


97 | ment, violate its Laws, break its Hedges, and 
y. 0) 


ny 


5 


1 And beſides, they will never countenance, 
; they © 


much leſs aſſociate, with loofe and vain Per- 
being ſo, affront the Govern- 


diſturb the publick Peace. In ſhort, like Da. 
vid, they are Men after God's own Heart, ſerv- 


' ing him with a perfect Heart, and a willing 


A 


Mind: Endeavouring that his Kingdom may 
come, and Will be done on Earth as it is in 
Heaven. And particularly in their own Land, 
purging it of the Wicked, that the City of the 
Lord may flouriſh, as in the 8th. verfe of our 
Context, wherein David ſhe ws that his greateſt 
Concern was to promote pure and undefiled 
Religion. And elſewhere he fays, Depart 
from me, ye evil doers, for I will keep the Com- 
mandments of my GOD. But at the ſame time 
they will ſpeak comfortably to the Lord's Mi- 
niſters, endeavouring their Labours be ducly 
Rewarded, and their Office and Perſon 
held in high Reputation, being defended, and 
protected from the Inſults of bold, deſigning 
and prophane Perſons. 


9. Which is the laſt Thing here to be ob- 


' ſerved, They ſhould be ſuch as have approvd 
; themſelves able and faithful heretofore, either 
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in that Office, into which they may now a- 
ain be elected, ot in ſome other Station, in 
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Such a proof, wiſe Men are apt to ſeek. And 
this naturally and powerfully draws the Eyes 
of the Elector, and procures his Voice; which 
we may learn from the true Reading of the 
Text. But this leads me as naturally to the 
next general Head, which is, : 


II. To conſider the proper Buſineſs and Of- 
fice of the Electors, as it is deſcribed in the 
Text, by having their Eyes on theſe faithful of 
the Land, that they may dwell. with them. The 
varying from the Text in the Number of the 
Electors, is a Circumſtance, not of material, but 
minute Conſideration. Their Eyes are here 
named, as the Inſtruments uſed by the intel- 
lectual Powers: and their being turned on 
the Faithful of the Land, ſuggeſts theſe follow- 
ing things, viz. | ; 


1. That the Electors make themſelves ac- 


quainted with the People; more eſpecially 


with ſuch, who, itis probable, may be promo. 
red to publick Truſt ; and among theſe, the 


| beſt qualified, that they may certainly know 
their true and juſt Character. For which pur. 


poſe, they ſhould obtain, as they are able, a 
perſonal Knowledge of rhem, not .depending 
wholly or chiefly on Report and Repreſenta- 


tion, which of neceſſiry would leave the E- 
lector very doubtful and uncerrain. Va Ru- 


ler hearken to Lies, all his Servants are wicked: 


and if he hearken, mapy Miſ-repreſenrations 


will 
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Will be made to him. King David was aware 
of this, therefore reſolves in v. 7. He that 
wor eth Deceit ſhall not dwell within my Houſe, 
he that telleth Lies ſhall not tarry in my fight. 
And again, v. 5. Whoſe privily ſlandereth hs 
* Neighbout, him will I cut off. Doubtleſs, he 
| be Miſchief of partial Repreſentati- 
ons, of Perſons and Things, wherefore he 
would uſe his own Eyes, make all the perſo- 
nal Obſervation he could, that he might act 
with the cleareſt Knowledge, and greateſt 
Safety. He had known many of his People, 
7 eſpecially che principal Perſons, and had born 
their Names and Vertues in Mind and Memo- 
ry, that he might advance them as there were 
Vacancies or Neceſſity. Electors are in great 
danger of having the Vertuous and Faithful 
® flurr'd by the diſaffected, and the Mean and 
Vicious commended by falſe & deſigning Men. 

| Hence as Mr. Henry naturally obſerves, The 
Country muſt be ſearchd for the beſt Men, 
and indeed, there is much Occaſion for it; 
tor ſuch are modeſt, and do not urge them. 


ſelves upon the Government, but wait for the 


Obſervation, and Choice, and Call of their 
Z Rulers. The moſt forward are not uſually the 
moſt fir Perſons for publick Offices. 


2. That they aQually make Choice of 
ſuch, and thoſe alone; to which purpoſe, their 
Knowledge of them ſerveth, & mult be applied: 
without it they betray their Truſt, Hence 
D the 


— 
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the Expreſſion in the Text, That they may deli he 
with me, that is to ſay, I will inveſt them in ly 


their Office, that they may aſſiſt the publick tie 
Councils, and further the intite Adminiſtrati= ane 
on. They ſhall be near at Hand, abide in my a8 
Houſe, and keep at Court; which will neceſſi- the 
tate their Promotion, and continual Preſence. for 
And all this, that he might obſerve their Fide- 2 ver 


lity, improve their Abilities, and the Publick *} Ma 
reap the Harveſt of all. He would not cor- pyf 
tupt his Court or Council, with any unfaith- pro 


ful Members, nor render it Party- colour d. If o 
any were of differing Opinions, ſtill their go- 
verning Character ſhould be, he faithful; 
which naturally would bring on an Union of 
divided Parties and Intereſts : for wiſe and 
faithful' Men wilt fooner or later find ſome 
means or other to coaleſce. Not one Perſon * 
of a bad, or ſuſpected Character, ſhould be ,y 
publickly honour'd and employ'd. Thus af- | fg, 
ter this good King had ſaid, who ſhould not fue 
be promoted by him, he ſums up generall 
in the Text, Mine Eyes ſhall be on the Faithful: 4. 
Not on any others, no, not one, that is to 4 ther 
ſay, if he knew, or thot them unfaithful; ner, 
wh 2 mor! 
3. That they obſerve, remember, and coun- A rhor 
tenance their Perſons, Names and Adminiſtra- The. 
tion: that they obſerve their Spirit, Deſign, Y cour 
Carriage and Expreſſion. Their Eyes once their 
being fixd, ſhould feed on them, feaſting oa © trime 
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their Wiſdom and Vertue. They ſhould high- 
ly prize, and freely praiſe their good Quali- 
ties and Counſels, protecting their Perſons 
and Reputation: they ſhould continue them 
as they prove themſelves faichful, not laying 


them aſide, through Surmiſes and Suſpicions, 
for ſmall Miſtakes and Infirmities, or meer di- 


Matters; much leſs thro' perſonal Diſ- 
guſt and private Quarrels; for this would 
prove the Electors themſelves unfaithful ; un- 
worthy of the Countenance and Choice of o- 
7 thers. They may not reflect on and abuſe 
any, but give them deſerved Honour and 
Commendation, for their good Principles and 
great Fidelity; at leaſt, they ſhould remember 
their good Deeds, as well as their Faults ; 
z conſidering none are perfectly innocent, and 
all Mankind dread a ſevere ſcrutiny. They 
ſhould ſupport their Perſon, Office, and In- 
fluence in it. | 


> 4 That they Recompence and Reward 


them, in ſome proper and proportionable man- 
ner, by a ſuitable Subſiſtence and further pro- 


1 


motion: that being veſted with greater Au- 


thority, they may move in a larger Sphere. 
Their Vertue and Induſtry ſhould not be dif- 


couraged, nor their Powers weaken'd, nor 


their Talent hid: for this would greatly de- 
triment the publick Weal. Their Commiſſi- 
on ſhoyld riſe with their Accompliſhments, 
| D 2 and 


3 
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and their Opportunities with their Abilities; 
their publick Honours and Rewards being 


commenſurate to both, that all the Land may 
ſee the Value and Preference given to the 
Faithful in it. From which I pats to the thitd 


general Head, which is, 


III. To preſent ſome Arguments and Mo- 


tives to perſwade hereto, that they may pre- 


fer the Faichful alone. And in the firſt place, 


x. Let it be conſider d how much the Ho- 


nout of Almighty God, the great Ruler of the 


World, is concerned herein. There is but one 


God the Father of all, and one Lord. Jeſus 


Chriſt, eſpecially to us Chriſtians. The Aing- 
dom u the Lords, and he u the Governour among | 
the Nations. His Supremacy is undoubted ; © 
for by him Kings reign, and Princes decree 


Righteouſneſs. Wiſdom and Counſel are his; 


yea, ſound Knowledge and Underſtanding. F 
. 


Earthly Rulers arc his Miniſters, and for good 


to his People. As his Servants, they are qua- 
lified, commiſſioned, cloathed, afliſted; 1uc- » 
ceeded, and rewarded by him. His Inſtructi- 
ons they muſt regard fincerely, and obey them 
ſtrictly and ſteadily. His Kingdom & Glory 
ſhould be their chief Concern ; for of him, 
and thro him are all things; to him therefore 


all the Glory and Praiſe ever ſhould be aſeri- 
bed. His Name is put upon them, which they 


may not defile, Now who but the Faithful | 
0 can, 
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can, or will give him the Glory which is his 
due ? If Rulers fight againſt GOD, prophane 
and blaſpheme. his ſacred Name, diſcounte- 
nance Religion, and encourge Vice, they here- 
by reproach his Goyernment, and diſhonour 
his Name, which they wear as their civil 
Stile: and many will be apt to think God 
himſelf is altogether ſuch as his Servants on 
Earth ; ſo that in their ſecret Thought, they 
will be tempted to charge him with Male-Ad- 
miniſtration, inaſmuch as his Providence per- 
mits ſuch to be gods over his People. What 
higher Motive than this, of the divine Glory, 
which ſhould be the chief deſign of Man, can 


I poſlibly preſent co you 2 or what Argument 
equal to it? 


2. Let it be conſidered, how much they 
ſhould be moved hereto, on the account of 


Government it ſelf: the due Ad miniſtration 


whereof cannot be expected on any other 
grounds than thoſe we have laid. For what 
can be well done without theſe good Qualities 
in Rulers ? eſpecially this Care of thoſe, whoſe 
Buſineſs it is to diſpoſe of publick Offices 2 
Without this there will be no due Circulation 
of the Blood, nor Transfuſion of the Spirit, 
Life and Strength of the whole Body ; but 
every thing will ſtagnate, languiſh and morti- 
fy. If due Regard be had to this divine Re- 
ſolution of King David, the Eycs in the Head 
will be cleared, the Hands ſtrengthen d, every 

! Member 
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Member will flouriſh and thrive in its due | By 


proportion; do its Office, maintain its Station, as 
and perfect the Conſtitution : the preſervati- WI 
on of which very much depends on a proper int 
Adminiſtration, and this on the Perſons in- 28 
truſted with it; and that theſe be ſuitable, do 
depends on thoſe who elect and appoint them. 0 
For undue promotions in proceſs of Time, A Co 
will bring great Weakneſs and Convulſions, © 
and it may be, iſſue in a Diſſolution : to be Fl 2 

Its 


ſure, the Benefits deſign d from Government 
will not be en joy d by them; upon which the 
People will be apt to deſpiſe it, trample on fta 
Authority, and think it an Artifice to ſerve 
fome .dark Defigns, and - particular Perſons. 
Doubtleſs the Decays into which States and 
Kingdoms hath fallen, till at laſt total Ruine 
hath come upon them, are much to be attri- 
bured, ro Supineneſs, Cunning or Wickedneſs, 
che Selfiſhneſs or tyranous Ambition, of thoſe 
who have had the publick Offices in their 
Hands, and led into the Councils and Mea» -* . - 
ſures which have been taken. This brings ſho 
on a corruption and degeneracy of Principles 
and Manners, which provoke GOD Almighty 
to leave them to their own Councils, and take 
the Fate they have choſen ; giving them Chil- 
dren to Rule over them, or--ranging Bears 
to devour them. A healthy Conſtitution, by 
ood Conduct, and prudent Care, may be 
preſerved àthletick, and be ripen'd by the Fi- 
delity and Ability of the Officers under ic e 
bn 3 a But 
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But the decay thereof muſt gradually enſue, 
as there is a Neglect of filling up all Stations 
with' the beſt Officers ; or if there be ſuch an 
intermixture of rhe feeble, falſe, and wicked, 
as to give too many bad Examples, neither 
doing any good themſelves, nor aſſiſting or 
conſenting others ſhould do it. Hence a civil 
Conſtitution, however perfect and adapted to 
a- Country, is but uſeleſs, unleſs it be anima- 
ted and exerciſed with the Life and Spirit of 
its Members, efpecially of the Head, Heart 
and Hands: It is but a Notion, not the Sub- 
ſtance of Government, in which the Fruits and 
Effe be anſwerable to the Deſign of it. 
Wherefore the viſible Danger, and Deſtruction 
of the Form of a People's Government, ariſing 
from their not preferring the Faithful, and ta- 
king proper pains to obſerve and promote 


them, is a ſtrong and affecting, becauſe a very 


near Motive. 
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3. The reformation of a People's Manners | 
ſhould be a quickning Conſideration hereto, / 
Reformation ever was, and will be a neceſſary 
Work : for in the Land of Uprightneſs many 
will deal perverſely. Sin, and Immorality u- 
ſually are too flouriſhing, oftimes bold and 
rampant. Hence the Temper, Deſign and 
Adminiſtration of earthly Rulers ſhould an- 
{wer their Title, for they are gods : and in Imi- 
tation of God the great King, they ſhould be 
a Terror to Eyil-doers, praiſing and promo- 

ting 
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ting ſuch as do well. They ſhould acquaint 
their People with their publick and prevailing 
Diſorders, warning and charging againſt them, 
They ſhould do Execution on bold Tranſgreſ- | 
fours, and as the Royal Pſalmiſt reſolves, cut 
of and deſtroy them. They ſhould alſo diftri- 
re and impart their Powers and Vertues, 
among their People: eſpecially by Example, 
which will greatly influence to a happy Re- 
formation: for Vertue ot Vice will very much 
ebb or flow, as it is in the Fountain of Go- 
vernment: Theſe in their People will very 
much be accounted to their Leaders. And 
therefore if all who are in Government be not 
faithful, how will an effectual Stand be made 
againſt Diſorder and Wickedneſs? For can 
it be thought a vicious Ruler can have Zeal, 
or fo much as the Face, to puniſh Vice in ge- 
neral, or his own particular Vice coppied by 
others, and this publickly 2 Who can have 
ſuch little Conduct, while they know the Vice 
and Sentence upon it, will inſtantly be retor- 
fed, and rebound on the guilty Judge 2 Poſſi- 
bly no Age of the Chriſtian World, fince the 
Reformation, more needed the revival of that 
Work than the preſent, nor any Day, of any 
particular Age, more than this. Wherefore, 
the moſt faithful Perſons ſnould have the 
Power and Authority to effect it, put into 
their Hands; and ſuch alone, that one publick 
Officer may not wink at the Crimes which 
another puniſheth, nor openly violate the Lo 
8-7 Whic 
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which all ſnould ſupport. For we know that 
one Sinner will deſtroy much good. Therefore 
the greateſt Gravity, Sobriety, Self-denial, 
Circumſpection and Zeal, become all thoſe 
who are Guardians of the Vertue of a People, 


deſignipg to lead them back to the Life of 
God. But this leads in the laſt place, 


4. To obſerve the revival and flouriſhing 
of Religion requireth this. For if the Wicked 
are exalted the Righteous mourn, and 
well may they do ſo; but if the Righteous 
are promoted there is rejoycing ; for then 
may they /ive quiet and peaceable Lives in all 
Godlineſs and Foneſty. And then beſides, the 
Enacting good Laws, and their due Executi- 
on, are herein greatly concerned ; therefore 
the promotion of faithful Men is of the firſt 
Conſideration, and greateſt Moment. For 
Religion is the Life of a People, the Perfecti- 
on of humane Nature, and therefore its trueſt 
Life. If this be diſcouraged, neglected, con- 
temned and ſtarved, gradually all will decay. 
Civil Government will looſe its chief Support 
and Security; for the ſtrength and vertue of 
Oaths, which uſually are the great dependance 
of States, have their intire foundation and 
force in Religion. Wherefore it is but theit 
Self. Intereſt to promote Religion; ſince the 
profit is their own. Nothing contributes to 
the civilizing and thriving of a Country like 
ic nothing truly without it. Hence ſome 
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really irreligious Men fondly ſupport it among 


their People, knowing, they will be more eaſi- 


ly ruled, and themſelves more ſecure in the 


Adminiſtration. The Miniſters of Religion 
do very much to better the Morals of a Peo- 
ple ; for they teach & enjoynVertue in a very 


taking manner, and declaim with equal force 


againſt all Vice. In the Name of GOD, 
their great Maſter, they command Obedience 
to lawful, civil Power, urging it with ſtronger 
and more per{waſive Motives than Civil Ku- 
lers themſelves can, that is to ſay, with fuch 
as are taken from the next World. They alſo 
pray both for Ralers and their People and, 
which is of great Influence and Conſequence, 
give good Example of Life; going before 
their Flocks in all Vertue and Goodneſs, 
thereby teaching them in the beſt manner how 
to Obey thoſe who are over them. From all 


which Reaſons, it appears that Civil Govern- 


ment owes very much, in Juſtice and Grati- 
tude, to the Paſtors of our Churches, and the 
Religion which it is their buſineſs and endea- 
your to promote. Hence their Perſons, Of- 
fice, Order, and Adminiſtrations, cannot rea- 
ſonably be too much encouraged, . defended 
and ſupported. Not that J deſign to ſay, it 
is the Buſineſs of the Magiſtrate, as ſuch, to 
define the Faith, determine the Worſhip, and 
adminiſter the Offices and Diſcipline of the 
Church; any more than ir is the Paſtors 
Right, @ ſuch, .co Enact civil Lay's and exe- 
. cute 
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cute them, for theſe Officers are in their Na- 
ture very different. There is no publick 
Conſcience, nor infallible humane Guide in 
the Church, much leſs in the State: for Jeſus 
Chriſt alone is Lord of Conſcience, and by 
his infallible Spirit of Truth, leads his Diſci- 
* into all Truth, teaching them all things: 

et the civil Ruler ſnould be careful that his 
People be humane and moral, practice the Re- 
ligion of Natute, obſerve the Decalogue, and 
ptotect and incourage the Chriſtian in his 
Faith, Worſhip and Diſcipline ; provided he 
maintain, no Principle, propagate no Opini- 
on, nor go into any Practice, ſubverſive of the 
rights of Mankind, the publick Peace and 
Proſperity :- but the ſuppreſſion of Prophane- 
neſs, Licentiouſneſs, Intemperance, Unclean- 
neſs, Pride, Prodigality, Covetouſneſs, Mur- 
ther, Curſing, Swearing, and the like, evident- 
ly is his Province, and greatly tends to the 
flouriſhing of Religion. Now faithful Men 
alone will do theſe things ; wherefore, for 
the ſake of the Religion of this People, which 
certainly is the very beſt Thing we have, ſuch 
Perſons alone ſhould be elected. To all which 
Arguments and Motives, I might add the ex- 
rage Law of Almighty God; the Character 

e gives of Rulers ; the Choice he has made 
of them; with the Advice and Charge he has 
given to thoſe who may elect them; the 

rinciples and Examples of good Rulers, ſuch 
as Joſeph, Moſes, Jethro, Samuel and David, 
| | E 2 parti- 
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particularly in this Pſalm, and elſewhere: Alſo 
what wiſe States have Inſtituted, preſcribed 
and Practiſed; the deſire and expectation of 
all Mankind ; the great deſign of all Govern- 
ment; with the good Fruits and great Ad- 
vantages ever deriving from the good manage- 
ment ot it. Nor did any People ever yet 
flouriſh, however happy their Conſtitution 
was, but by this Care and Fidelity. For 
which we need look no where elſe than into 
the Hiſtory of the Britiſh Empire, where ſome 
of the greateſt Proofs of it are molt legible ; 
not to ſpeak of our ſelves. But a particular 
Conſideration thereof, muſt, forBrevity's ſake, 
be omitted. And thus I have inſenſibly alrea- 
dy entred upon the laſt Thing propounded, 
which was in the fourth place, 


IV. To apply theſe things more immedi- 
ately to this Honourable, Great and General 
Court and Aſſembly now preſent. But much 
of what uſyally has been ſaid on ſuch Occa- 
ſions in the cloſe of the Sermon, has been 
thought fir, ſhould be the ficſt Buſineſs of it. 
Only with your leave and patience, which TI 
very much need, I would Congratulate, my 
Native Country with its great Happineſs this 
Day, that I come, as it were, with your own 
Words, and am your Mouth to all the People 
of the Land, declaring on your behalf, as 
Holy David in our Text. Yourſelves of this 
Land are intruſted with this Power, and ac- 
quainted 
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quainted with the Faithful of it; for whom 
| alone, we truſt, you will give your Voice. 


It ſhould be remembred that, once and again, 
we have ſeen the chief Chair of Government, 
with other Poſts, reſerved to be filled by the 


| King's moſt Excellent MAFESTT, by his ſpe- 


cial Favour, filled with Perſons of principal 
Note and Figure, taken from among ourſelves; 


1 muſt remember it at this time in gratitude 
to His Majeſty's paternal Goodneſs and Con- 
| deſcention, eſpecially in obſervance ro the 
Government, who have publickly and thank- 
fully acknowledged it. For which, the leaſt 
we can do, is, to approve ourſelves religious 


to God, loyal and dutiful to the King, and by 
both, wzſe tor ourſelves ; praying down, with 
moſt fervent Devotion, the beſt of Bleſſings on 


the Xings MAFESTT, our moſt gracious 
QUEEN, and their z/luſtrious Iſſue and Fa- 
mily, as we have done this Day, and ever 
ſhall do. And as this People ſhould be thus 
| ſenſible and loyal in their intire Body, ſo more 
| eſpecially will it increaſe the Occaſion there- 
of, for yourſelves, our Honourable Rulers, 
to give us to ſce the happy Event of this 
Day in your making Application, of what 
has been offer'd for your Aſſiſſance, to your 
ſc] ves. 
| Happineſs which this Text repreſents, not 
only to be honoured with the chief Commiſ- 
ſion over your Native Land, and the particu- 
lr Power of approving your Council; but 


Y, hath the 


Your EXCELLEN 


in 
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in order to the management of that Truſt, by 
Virtue of the publick Circumſtances into 
which your Birth, Education, Acquaintance, of y 
and publick Offices have brought you, are % 
very well acquainted with your People, and of cb 
which among them you moſt ſafely may ap- Jae 
prove and "appoint, for the Royal Honour folutt 
and Intereſt, which, in Obedience and Grati- the ! 
rude, muſt ever very nearly affect you, and aer 
for the welfare of this whole People, now neſt ] 
yours. Your HONOUR's alſo, of each|| 2nd 
Houſe in the Legiſlature, at leaſt many off| her 
you, by the ſame means but now mentioned, | Foy 
and by reaſon of your Dwelling in the ſeve- ſtant] 
ral parts of the Land, have a very happy whic 
Advantage to know, obſerve, nominate and not | 
elect ſuch this Day, as are faithful. You ful 
are, or may be acquainted with their Perſons, | have 
Principles, Capacities and Inclinations, with | T 
their diſintereſted View of the publick Good. ** 
And we aſſure ourſelves, nothing will influ- their 
ence you, to wink at any thing unbecoming,| this | 
to open your Eyes on the diſ-qualified, much it ſh 
leſs to fix them on ſuch, or ſhut them againſt} 
the eminent and approved. Many things, in Pro 
particular, your own ſuperior Powers and 1. 
Skill, can ſuggeſt, which may move to a molt} King, 
exact and careful Diſcharge of your impor-| who! 
tant "Truſt. But becauſe your Deſire tr ters 
commanded ſome more cloſe Application of lider: 
my Thoughts of late to this Subſect, I ſhall 7 
now cake the liberty, humbly, and wirh great Acts 
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11 nce, to remind you of ſome near Con- 
uſt, by| DES * with the Current 
K* of your publick Thoughts this Day. The 
2 | Royal Charter and Truſt, with the good Laws 
u, are of the Land, ſtill ſubſiſting, very much re- 
le, and quire, and urge your following the good Re- 
ap. jolution which this Text exhibits. So doth 
Jonour| the Royal Commiſion, Example and Expecta- 
A tion; to which we cannot but add the ear- 
u, and neſt Deſire, & great Expectation of this good 
: and loyal People. For what Province, ſub- 
F each jet to the Britiſh Crown, more values the 
iny off Royal Family and Succeſſion, or more con- 
tioned, ſtantly and heartily prays for the King ? to 
e feve- which our wiſe and good Governours have 
not failed to bear their honourable and faith- 

ful Teſtimony. This good People, I fay, 
Lou have their Eyes upon their Rulers, eſpecially. 


erſons, | on Thoſe, whom they have choſen to repre. 


5 with I ſent them, on this great Occaſion, to act 
Good their Power, that they faithfully perform 
I influ- | this weighty Truſt. - And here, particularly, 
zomiußh it ſhould be conſidered of how great Impor- 
, much |tance a Seat in His Majeſty s Council, in this 
againſt Province, is: For the Council being a Branch, 
1085 u an eminent Branch of the Legiſlature ; parta- 
rs andf king, as it were, of the King and People, in 
* molt} whom both meet and unite, moderating mat. 
_ wr ters between them, zenders them very con- 
re 


Mo of ſiderable and important. They have a pro- 


portionable intereſt in framing Laws, paſſing 
1 tha Acts and Orders, and their Concern is great 
2 | RU hall in 


ch great] Acts and Orders, and their 
terence, 


in filling up civil Offices of every kind; 
particularly, Judges and Juſtices, the Officeg 
2 Probare of Wills, and ſettlement of In. 
teſtate Eſtates, being of their Approbation; 
and together with the Governour, finally ſub- 
ject to their Decifion ; the Overſight of our 


Colleges partly under their Care; the advi- | 


fing on Emergencies of Government, ſpecially 


during this Court's Receſs, when oft times 
but a few of this Order can be preſent; the 


Hand they have alſo in diſpofing of the pub- 


lick Treaſure, Cc. Theſe things, ſingly, | 
how much more together, may be ſuppoſed | 


ro give a vaſt Weight to this Order. And 
when to all theſe, we add the Confideration, 
that the Royal Charter has very much left it 
with the People of the Land, to chooſe out 
the moſt accompliſhed and faithful, (which 
certainly argues very great Wiſdom and Good. 


nefs in the King) theſe things, which, 1 
doubt, I have very imperfectly expreſs'd, will | 


give new Force and Conduct, for the perfor- 
mance of your Truſt, that you may have and 
Exerciſe a becoming Care in it. And we can- 
not but expect the better Tue, fince not on- 
ly the Number of Electors do daily increaſe, 


but we have alſo a continual growth of Fami- 


lies of Diſtinction, Education and Subſtance ; 
which yield an increaſ® of Candidates for 
the Council Board, as well as for all other 
Offices. Nor can we forget here the Diffi- 
eulties of the Times and publick - Aﬀairs ; the 
ah 5 mention 


kind; 
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mention whereof is ſufficient for me. Unto 
all which I would add, We may well remind 
ourſelves of the original Purehaſers, Planters 
and Magiſtrates of this Country, who made 
this Rule of King David's their own ; there- 
in giving the beſt Example to all their Poſte- 
rity. For by this means they laid the Foun- 
dation of that. Growth and Perfection unto 
which, at preſent, we ate attived. And if ſo, 
we can't think any- other, but that our full 
Maturity muſt ariſe from the ſame eſſential 
Principles, which hitherto have preſery'd and 
tipen d us. 


II I do not miſtake, we are wow, in the AF- 
fairs of this Day, entring on the ſecond Century 
of chuſing our Magiſtrates, within this Terri- 
tory of the ancient Maſſachuſetts. And there- 
fore, on this Occaſion, to call ro mind our 
Fathers publick Spirit, and the good Succeſs 
of it, is a proper Reverence for their Perſons, 
Principles and Proceedings: and the juſt Im- 
eee we are to make of it, is our ſtrict 

itation of them. This is due to their Pa- 
tent, Purchaſe, Piety and Prayers, and the a- 


lone fit Diſcharge of that Truſt thereby com- 


mitted to each ſucceeding Generation. What 


we have, we ſhould account the purchaſe of 
their Money, yea, of their very Lives; Wa- 
ter'd with theic Tears; Sanctified by their 


extraordinary Vertue, Example and Prayers 


to God; tranſmitted by their folemn Charge 


F to 


ro their Children; inrich d & ſealed with theit 


— 
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Tai and Blood, which was ſod by the ne 

oſpitable and mercileſs Heathen: wherefors 
we ſhould be as careful and render of our 


felves and Succeſſors, as they were. - 


" a 
* 


our EXCELLENCY hath drawn the 

yes of this People upon you, in your many 

eclarations and Reſolutions, Fay publickly 
made, on behalf of Vertue and Religion. You 

ery well know the great and growing dege- 
neracy of this Land, and will therefore per- 
mit us to expect a happy Reformation in the 
ſuppteſſion of all Vice, and encouragement of 
Vertue and good Men. 


4 , 


ple, you long ſince gave, in your Perſon and 
Family, 4 in our Churches, of which, you 
are ſo happy, as to be a very Honourable 
Member, by Birth, Baptiſm and Choice; ſo 
we hope it will have a great and becoming 
Influence on all about you, and whom you 
employ : eſpecially while yon are careful to 
continue and brighten your good Example, it 
may, more particularly, haye an Happy In- 
fluence on our Families, and on thoſe of prin- 
cipal Figure, to provoke and prevail with 
them to Conſecrate themſelves to the Lord, 


and their Houſes to be Berhe/s; an emulation 
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And as we thank God for the good Exam. 
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of you, in which, we truſt, will very much 


fleafe- you, ' as we are ſure, it will greatly 
onour you. And then beſides, as Your 
ELLENCY, is advanced to the chief 
Seat of Honour and Dignity among TIE 
Brethren, and have either alone, or in Con- 
junction with your Honosrable Council, a 
Power, to diſpoſe of many Offices, of very 
great Conſequence ro this People; ſuch as 
Civil and Military Poſts; we truſt you will 
neyer impower or, employ any in theſe Offi- 
ces, who evidently fight againſt God and Re- 
ligion, or are ſlack in their own Principles 
and Lives: but will ever remember and main- 
tain the Reſolution of King David, in the 
latter part of the Verſe, where our Text lies, 


and which exactly ſuits to my purpoſe, He 
| that walketh in a perfect way, he ſhall ſerve 


| 


| you ? 
l co | 


le, it 


7 In- 
prin* 
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.ord, 
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ve, that is to ſay, in ſome Station and Ser- 
vice of Honour, which the original Word 
vou Rf | 


4 


deſigns. 


And now, as for the Honourable Perſons 
who may this Day be elected: The De- 
ſcription, which has already been given, ſuf- 
ficently ſhews, what our Expectation from 
them muſt be, namely, That they faithfully 
diſcharge all the Duties of their Office; eſpe- 
cially, confidering of how vaſt Importance 
it is, of which we have heard before, and 
by how much more critical the Times, and 
Affairs of the Province ate, or may be. , 

| F 2 | In 
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In a word, There is very great need of 
Wiſdom, Zeal, Steadineſs and Courage, in 
the whole Government at this Day; conſide- 
ring the great Decays, into which Religion, 
T do not mean, that of a Party, (for true Re- 
ligion diſdains ſuch limits, the Name and 
Thing) but Vital and Catholick Religion; 


the deep Decays into which that is fallen 


and falling. 


And here ſuffer me, with a becoming Hu- 
mility, to put you in mind, That the Faſtars 
of our Churches need much Countenance; 
it may be more ſtill, and more effectual mea- 
ſures, for their Support, that ſuch Pariſhes, 
Which, to ſay the beſt of them, have neg- 
lected the Inſtruction and Reſolve iſſued by 
this Court, a few Years ſince, may find the 
Legiſlature was as ſincere and fixed fuly to 
perform and effect that juſt and neceſlary 
Deſign and Work, if that more mild and gen- 
tle Method did not take the defired Effect. 
Again, it is evident, that Numbers among 
us will carry off the Exciſe laid an a ſingle 


5 


k 
, 


. 


Gallon of Strong Liquor with one Draught ; | 


rhe Concluſion therefore is open, That if Ju- 
temperance muſt be reformed, (and all agree 


that ir is neceſſary) it ſhould be clog'd with 


Penalties and Difficulties which equal or ex- 


ceed the ſtrength of the vicious Appetite ; 


and that the Exceſs ſhould. ſtrifly be 


obſerved, 
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obſerved, and puniſh d by all proper Officers. 
Once more, Pride, with other riſing faſhiona. 
ble Luſts, Swearing, Curſing, Sabbath-break- 
ing, Idleneſs, Laſciviouſneſs, Covetouſneſs 
and Prodigality, ſhould be treated with great 
Severity; but eſpecially I muſt obſerve, on 
behalf of God Almighty, that, while we ſet a 
very great Value on our own Name, and 
wou'd recover vaſt Damages for the Injuries 
done to it, we ought not, in common. Decency, 
to ſer Hig at a lower rate, permitting the vi- 
leſt Breath to ſylly it, almoſt unpuniſh'd. 
And now this would carry on the Addreſs to 
all the civil Officers of the Land, that they 
be faithful; otherwiſe our good Laws will 
fail of Execution, and certainly ſap the Foun- 
dations of Vertue, Religion, and the Govern- 
ment. Nor will it be leſs fatal if any Perſons 
are promoted to Office, meerly for the ſake 
af their Family, Relations, Acquaintance, 
Education and Eſtate, or indeed for any other 
Reaſon, beſide their Fidelity. 


1 might, in the next place, ſpeak to all the 


People in the Land, could I reach them 
but this being practicable only by the Ho- 
nourable their Rulers, and eſpecially their Re- 


! preſentatives, I would only ſay, It is hoped 


your Honours will ever Influence your Prin- 
cipals to elect ſuch as have been deſcribed, 


into the ſeveral Offices proper to the Affairs 
| of your Towns, Diſtricts and Courts; and 


by 
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by your own good Principles and Practices, 
eſpecially your Conduct and Faithfulneſs this 
Day, draw their Eyes upon you. For the 
neglect of making a due Choice in our ſeve- 
ral Societies, gradually will bring on great 
Corruption, and in the end it may be, Confuſion 

and a Diſſolution. 


And now before I conclude, there is an 
Application of this Subject, fo naturally ari- 
ſing from all I have faid, to the Youth of the 
Land, and of ſuch Importance, that T may by 
no means be allowed to omit it. For nothing 
can be more fuitable, than, on this Occaſion, 
to put you in mind of your excellent Parents 
and Progenitors; that, like them, you may 
be faithful to God, to Religion, to your 
Country and Families: but mine Eyes par- 
ticulatly are upon ſuch, whoſe temporal Cir- 
cumſtances, Deſcent and Education, open 3 
proſpect of their being called to publick Ser- 
vice. It would therefore be very happy in- 
deed, if the young People among us, eſpeci- 
ally the Gentry, would ſeriouſly conſider this 
matter, and endeavour every way to conform 
themſelves, to the Temper and Life here de- 
ſcribed : not preſuming to expect any Coun- 
tenance or Promotion withour it ; but with it 
ou may ſtand fairly among the Candidates 
for Authority. Wherefore, be ambitious of 
ſerving God in your Generation, and being 
beſt qualified for it, This wil! render your 
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perſons honourable and lovely, your Ad- 
yancement univerſally acceptable, and your 
Adminiſtration, juſt and eaſy, But more eſpe- 
cially ſhould Thoſe regard this Advice, whoſe 
Predeceflors or Anceſtors have been thus pub» 
lickly - honoured, that you may riſe up in 
your Fathers ſtead, and, if it may be, with ſu- 
perior Accompliſhments, So the Eyes of the 
People ſhall feed upon you. And as a pre- 
yailing Motive hereto, conſider Degeneracy 
and Corruption in the Youth procures and 
N nothing but Diſgrace to their Fami- 
ies and the Land. For if the Vicious and 
Un- qualified ſhould deſire, and have the Face 
to ask, or ſeek, and be permitted to ſuſtain 
publick Offices, it would ſecretly ſpread, and 
anon becomę common: from all which the 
utter Diſſolution of Manners muſt enſue. 
Therefore it is highly incumbent on their 
Parents, Guardians and Inſtructors, very 
watchfully to obſerve them, that they may 
diſcover their Principles, Spirit, Apperites, 
Deſigns, Diverſions and Company; forming 
them for future Service, unto which the Ho- 
nour, Vertue, Safety and Proſperity, of their 
Houſes, as well as the publick Weal, are na- 
tural and powerful Inducements. - Let the 
Royal Preachers Exhortation to the Youth, 
with all hz and its attending Circumſtances, 
be Ingraven on the Hearts of your Children, 
ang be very legible in their Univerſal Life. 
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I come now to obſerve, That agreeably ta 
the uſual Form of the Diſcourſes of the Day, 
IT ſhould have applied my ſelf to theReverend, 
the Miniſters of the Bleſſed _ of GOD our 
Saviour; intreating . the Elder as Fathers, 
and the Younger as Brethren ; bur, as I con- 
ceive, I am happily prevented by the Sermon 
to the Clergy of late Years, following the 
Day after chis Solemnity ; performed by ſuch | 
as are every way my Fathers. But that 1 
might not aſſume too much to my ſelf, and 
abruptly omit all Notice of fo excellent a 
Body, as the Paſtors in this Land are: I would | 
humbly take the liberty to remind them of a 
few Texts, which turn on the important Term | 
of our Text, and are of as great Note and 
Conſequence in their Character, as i» the Ma- 
giftrates. For by our high and holy Office we 
ate Stewards of the Myſteries of God, and of 
Chriſt, the Myſteries of the Goſpel. Now of 
ſuch ir is required, that a Man be found faith- 
ful. We truſt he hath counted us faithful, 
therefore hath he pur us into the Miniſtry. 
Who then u a Faithful and Wiſe Servant, whom |- 
his Lord hath made Ruler over his Houſhold, 
to give them their Meat in due ſeaſon ; Bleſſed 
is that Servant, whom his Lord when he cometh ' 
Hall find fo doing. Verih I ſay unto you, He. 
Hall make him Ruler over all his Goods. Hear 
we then the Voice of the great Shepherd, Be 
thou fait hſul unto Death, and I will give = a | 
rown 
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ws of Life: He that hath an Eat to hear, 
let him Hear what the Spirit ſaith unto the 
Churches. | 


* 


_ To cloſe all, and reſume the great deſign 
of this Diſcourſe, we the Lord's Miniſters, 
he Paſtors of the Churches, under your civil 
juriſdiQtion are equally eoncerned, in, our 
rivate and publick Capacity, with any of the 
Land in the common Proſperity. We there- 
ore come together, on ſuch Occaſions as 
this, to bear our publick Teſtimony to the 
faithful and acceptable Words, that are ſpo- 
ken, by any of our Order, whom you are 


pleaſed Annually to invite, to lay the facred 


Councils before you. We come with our beſt 


Wiſhes, and moſt hearty Prayers, thereby 
commending your Honourable. Perſons, Oth- 
ces and Adminiſtrations, to the great & good 
God. We do therefore now moſt ſincerely 
with you a Bleſſing out of this Houſe of the 
Lord; where you uſed to be Bleſsd. We 
pray God may be with you, thu and all fac- 
ceeding Seſſions; and thy Day peculiarly, 
giving you Wiſdom and Fidelity, Union, 
Unanimity and Succeſs: +—- That he will 
graciouſly preſerve your Perſons, Families, 
and the Cities of your People, while you are 


and more eſpecially the Churches of our God, 
proſperons : —— That this may be the happy 
G - begin- 
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and that the beſt of Bleſſings may now, And 


ever, deſcend, and reſt on the Britiſh Empire, 


and on the KING. And now with whoſe. 


Words, and among all his, wich which more 
ſuitable, can I ſhur up all, than thoſe of this 
admirable good King, who gave them in out 
Text; May you therefore with him, always 
haue your Eyes on the faithful in the Land 
And when you have ſerved your Generation 
according to the Will of God, and fall afleep, 
have an open Entrance miniſtred unto yo 

abundantly into the everlaſting Kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, where you 
ſhall ſtand and Miniſter before him for ever; 
Which G grant of bu Infinite Grace, through 
our Bleſſed Redeemer, nnto whom, that is, antb 
the Father and Son, with the Holy Ghoſt, be 
aſtribed all Honour and Glory, World without 
End. AMEN. 1 
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